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By NOYA KOHAVI
Staff Reporter

fter 12 years in the Telluride
A]l:l School District, inter-
ediate school Principal
Steve Smith announced on
Sunday that he is resigning, He’ll
continue to work until the end of
the school year, when his con-
tract ends.
“For every person comes a
time where there are signs call-
ing for change. I'm heeding these

EDUCATION

Intermediate school principal resigns

Steve Smith will continue until the end of the
school year, future plans unknown

signs,” Smith said, without elabo-
rating about specific future
plans. “I'm leaving the district
for new personal and profession-
al challenges. I'll see what
unfolds.”

Smith's wife, Carol, also works
at the school as a reading spe-

cialist. He said she loves her job
and is still undecided as to
whether or not she’ll stay.

This marks another shakeup
for the school district, where
major staffing shifts unfolded
just last year. Longtime
Superintendent Mary Rubadeau

resigned and was replaced by
Kyle Schumacher. The high
school got a new principal, Mike
Conran, after Alex Carter
resigned. Smith’s contract was
extended for one year last March
when these changes occurred.
Smith had applied for the
superintendent position when it
opened and was supported by
Rubadeau, who brought him with
her from the Alaska public edu-

See Smrra, Page 9

Connect four

Laurie Stem, a member of the scavenger hunt team Paul’s Bunyan, closes in on the Telluride Adaptive Sports Program'’s Matthew
Beaudin in a giant game of connect four. New Belgium Brewing hosted a scavenger hunt on the ski area Saturday to benefit TASP.
Team KOTO won handily, catching a skiing Yeti and finding a shovel hidden in ice-encrusted Apex Glade. [Photo by Benjamin Preston]

TELLURIDE

Llama to close its doors

By BENJAMIN PRESTON

Assaciate Editor

The Llama, recently stripped
of its ability to host live
music shows, will close for
good at the end of the season.

“Economically, it’s very chal-

- lenging to run a restaurant in

Telluride, especially a low end
one like ours,” said owner
Fletcher McCusker. “Without
the music, it’s just not viable. It's
never been a very profitable ven-
ture — it's been a way to give
back to Telluride.”

In recent weeks, the battle
between the Llama's manage-
ment and condo owners living

Owner throws in towel
in battle with neighbors

on the Wintercrown Building’s
third floor had reached its
apogee, with a group of resi-
dents banding together to
silence the Llama's music
venue, which some residents
said affected their ability to

sleep.
The  building’s  owner,
California-based Richard

Groman, told Llama owners in a
letter that the noise created by
the venue's sound system violat-

ed a clause in their lease requir-
ing them to be “peaceful neigh-
bors.” Richard Unruh, the
Llama’s attorney, said that the
building’s hollow, steel frame
construction probably makes
sound travel easily through its
structure.

“It would cost a fortune to
soundproof the building,” he
said, “We went through this with
the Bubble Lounge when they
were found guilty [of violating
the town’s noise ordinance] and
told to cease and desist. It's a
downtown location — what do

See LLAMA, Page 10
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HARC Awards given
to six local projects

By KATIE KLINGSPORN
Editor

e designation of National
I Historic District brings

recognition and acclaim to
Telluride, but it doesn’t come
without its challenges — par-
ticularly for the construction
industry.

Designing and building new
structures, undertaking remod-
els on historic buildings or reha-
bilitating aging homes can be
fraught with constraints.
Architects, builders and home-
owners are tasked with finding
the right kinds of materials,
designing proper lighting and
following traditional styles to
ensure that their work fits in
with Telluride’s mining-era
Victorian character.

It's not easy. And with that in
mind, the Town of Telluride
each year recognizes projects in
town for being exemplary mod-
els of historic preservation,
rehabilitation or compatibility
with its HARC Preservation
Awards of Excellence.
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Some of the winners of the 2011 HARC Preservation Awards of Excellence stand outside of Rebekah Hall alongside Telluride Town

Council members [Courtesy image]

Awards

AWARDS, from page 1
that was built with a high level of
attention to historic detail.

Bob Mather, Telluride’s his-
toric preservation architect, said
the awards were created as a
way to recognize projects that
are helping to preserve -and
enhance the overall character of
the community,

“The whole idea was to recog-
nize projects that showed .out-
standing commitment to historic
breservation and compatibility
in the Town of Telluride,” he
said.

The awards are chosen each
winter by members of the town'’s
Historic © and Architectural
Review Commission, This year's
winners include:

¢ Compatible Infill: 135 E.
Columbia, Tommy Hein
Architects. This house was sited
to maintain traditiona] front and
side yards, with the main gable
roof set in a traditional orienta-
tion. It followed the town’s pat-
terns of mass and scale and
showed a high level of attention
to detail, -

* Compatible Addition: 212 N.
Oak St., John D. Rodgers/Tommy

Hein Architects/Croke
Construction, This existing  his-
toric structure was restored,
with non-historic elements and
additions removed.

e Compatible Addition: 464
W. Pacific Ave, Chris and Laura
Pucillo/Linea Fina,
Architects/BONE Construetion.
Rather than building an addition
with a link, the design ‘on this
1902 Queen Anne style boarding
house project included . an
underground link and addition
that appears to be 3 secondary
structure in the alley.

* Continuing Preservation:
316 N. Oak St., David Kirk and
Caroline Landry/Sante
Architects/Telluride Trading &
Construction.  This pbrojeet
entailed several repairs to a
home on Oak Street that was
torn off its foundation and slid
down the hill during the 1914
mudslide — g significant struc-
ture in Telluride's historic fab-
ric.

® Rehabilitation &
Restoration: 200 s. Oak St.,
William and Lynnette
Gray/Kristine Perpar
Architect/Hoins Construction.
This home went through an
extensive renovation DProcess
that included a new foundation,
the use of existing stone veneer,
additional framing and the

restoration of windows and sid-
ing,

It was the third year ‘that
Scott - Andrews of Telluride
Trading & Construction has won
a HARC Preservation Award —
and ‘the awards have only been
around for three years. He said
the rehabilitation project at'316
N. Oak, like others before it,
required a lot of problem Solv-
ing.

Andrews said the key to-his-
toric preservation is not -going
overboard ‘and creating some-
thing - that wasn't part of ‘the
house ' because you think it
would look better He aims to
make homes look like old homes,
but old homes that have been
really well taken care of. "He
likes the challenge of it,

“Solving problems along the
way is what I like the best,” he
said.

Mather acknowledged that
building within historic guide-
lines can be tough, but said it
brings out the creative side ‘in
many.

“When people come into the

town, they have a sense that this

is the way it was before,” Mather
said. “That's really what it’s alj
about, that we've been able to
Iaintain that feel.”
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